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duct of the army, and he regarded a recommendation for a
Cabinet appointment as an interference. His first Cabinet
was organized upon that theory somewhat modified by a
reference to locality. Mr. Bovie who became Secretary of
the Navy was a most excellent man, but he had had no prep-
aration either by training or experience for the duties of a
department Of this he was quite conscious, and he never
attempted to conceal the fact. He often said:

" The department is managed by Admiral Porter, I am
only a figure-head."

In a few months he resigned. His associates were much
attached to him. He was a benevolent, genial, well informed
man. His successor, Mr. Robeson, was a man of singular
ability, lacking only the habit of careful, continuous industry.
This failing contributed to his misfortunes in administration,
and consequently he was the subject of many attacks in the
newspapers and in Congress. After his retirement he be-
came a member of the House of Representatives, and it
was a noticeable fact, that from that day the attacks in
Congress ceased. As a debater he was well equipped, and
in reference to his administration of the Navy Department,
he was always prepared with an answer or an explanation in
every exigency.

The appointment of Governor Fish to the Department
of State, gave rise to considerable adverse comment. The
chief grounds of complaint were that he was no longer young
and that recently he had not been active in political contests.
He had been a Whig when there was a Whig Party, and he
became a Republican when the Republican Party was formed.
As a Whig he had been a member of the House.of Repre-
sentatives and of the Senate of the United States, but he
had not held office as a Republican, nor was he known
generally as a speaker or writer in support of the policies or
principles of the party. His age, then about sixty, was urged